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The evolution from “Zuoshi Boyi” to “Zuoshi Zhuanshuo” .

A discussion of Lii Zugian’s two works on “Zuo Zhuan”

Cheng Xiaoqing
(School of Humanities, Fujian University of Technology, Fuzhou 350118, China)

Abstract: Among Lii Zugian’s studies of “Zuo Zhuan”, “Zuoshi Boyi” and “Zuoshi Zhuanshuo”
are the most significant. “Zuoshi Zhuanshuo” is a later work compared to “Zuoshi Boyi” , which
would often convey different views on the same phenomenon or topic. The eveloution from “Zuoshi
Boyi”to “Zuoshi Zhuanshuo” is elaborated. Zuoshi Legend is rather objective and plain, focusing
on historical truth while carrying less Confucian teaching. It is more comprehensive, which high-
lights the significant issues and natures in describing historical facts, offering a completed historical
fact. In analysing historical figures, the book attaches great importance to the historical necessity.
On the whole, the book is comprehensive, deeper, has a broader vision, indicating that the author
was developing into a mature scholar.
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