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Abstract: Lin Shu and Chen Yan are two cultural celebrities in Fuzhou in early modern times. Al-

though they held different opinions in some aspects, they had similar ambitions, deeds and knowl-

edge. With great friendship towards each other, they were without controversies. This article at-

tempts to make an academic comparison among their patriotism, their efforts to highlight the tradi-

tion, poetry achievements, and their claim to rejuvenate China by industralization to cast some en-

lightenments on understanding the modern Chinese literature and meditating the cultural philosophy

and history at that particular period and in that particular environment.
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